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BACKGROUND INFORMATION  
 

History 
 
Galena was established in 1809 between Big and Little Walnut creeks as a mill seat. A natural 
ten foot drop in elevation in a narrow neck between the two streams provided an excellent route 
for millraces.  Water-powered grist and sawmills were soon in operation. Gilbert Carpenter, the 
founder of the Village, came from Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania, and was the first Methodist 
clergyman in Delaware County. His gristmill held the first church services in the area. 
 
William Carpenter platted the Village in 1816 and named it Zoar, apparently identifying it with 
the ancient city of refuge referenced in the Biblical book of Genesis. In 1834, when residents 
applied for a post office, the name was disqualified because such a community already existed in 
Tuscarawas County. For unknown reasons, Nathan Dustin suggested the name Galena, which 
was immediately adopted. 
 

             
 
The streets facing the village green, that have given the community a New England character, 
have historically been the focus of commercial activity. Brick commercial blocks, the Dustin Inn 
(1828) and a Masonic lodge hall (1826), still stand on the northwest corner. Turn-of-the-century 
commercial buildings, including a 1906 bank, now occupied by the Village offices, stand on the 
southern edge of the square. All other vintage buildings, that once created a symmetrical square, 
were removed following fires or the development of Hoover Reservoir in the 1950s. 
 
The original plat set aside lots near the square for a church and school. The former Galena 
United Methodist church was erected in 1829 and the school in 1868. An Episcopal church stood 
adjacent to the school from 1877 until 1932.  
 
While the Village was established to take advantage of water power, its industrial base has 
always been modest. Besides the grist and sawmills, an agricultural implement factory operated 
from the 1860s to the 1920s along Big Walnut Creek on what is now South Walnut Street. A 
clay tile company with a solitary kiln was established on Holmes Street in the 1890s. It was 
expanded into the Galena Shale Tile and Brick Company, which, for a time in the late twentieth 
century, filled a distinctive market niche by producing hand-molded bricks in a whole battery of 
kilns. This firm closed down in 1983. The plant site, currently known as the Galena Commerce 
Center, is now home to several light industrial companies. 
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A railroad line was constructed through the Village in 1873. Village residents collected a 
subscription of $13,000 to bring the line to Galena, and acreage was donated for a depot. 
Although the line is abandoned, the tracks removed, and the depot grounds stand vacant, a 
portion of the route, including the turn-of-the-century plate girder bridge over Little Walnut 
Creek, is maintained by the Village as a walking path. 
 

     
 

Demographics 
 
Demographic information for the Village of Galena was assembled and analyzed to gain a better 
understanding of the Village from a statistical perspective.  This information included population 
demographics, housing and household characteristics, and other relative trends.  This data helps 
decision makers understand the demands and needs for land use, transportation, public services, 
utilities, and economic development.  
 
Census data that is based on an actual count of people is conducted every decade. According to 
the 2000 census, the Village of Galena had a population of 305 people.  This is actually a 
decrease from the 1990 population of 361 and from decades past. 2008 Census Updates 
estimated the population at 548.  
 

1960 1970 % 
Growth 
1960-
1970 

1980 % 
Growth 
1970-80 

1990 % 
Growth 
1980-90 

2000 % 
Growth 
1990-
2000 

2008 % 
Growth 
2000- 
2008 

411 361 -12.2 358 -0.8 361 0.8 305 -15.5 548 +80% 
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This small population and previous declines exist in sharp contrast to surrounding growth trends 
and known development activity in the Village.   Galena is located in southern Delaware County, 
which is reported to be the fastest growing county in Ohio (in terms of percentage increases) and 
among the fastest growing county in the nation.   Additionally, most of the growth pressure in 
Delaware County exists in the southern half of the County.  During the 1990s, the county’s 
population increased by 64.3%, far exceeding the National Growth Rate of 13.2% for this same 
period of time. In the new millennium, from 2000-2008, it is estimated that the U.S. grew by 
only 6.4%, while Delaware County increased 50% and Galena’s population increased 80%. 
 
According to the Delaware County Regional Planning Commission (DCRPC), the Delaware 
County growth rate increased, at least in part, due to immigration from Franklin County.  
Between 1990 and 1999, approximately 25,347 people moved into Delaware County.  The 
difference between local births and deaths added 5,341 people to the population during this time 
span. By contrast, Franklin County experienced a net loss of 21,749 due to outward migration 
from 1990-1999.  Delaware County received 62% of the domestic migration in Central Ohio in 
this same 10-year period. 
 
Despite the fact that the Census Bureau only conducts an actual census every decade, population 
estimates are available and published. These more recent estimates show substantial growth for 
both Delaware County and Galena: 
 
 Census 2000 July 2006 Est. July 2008 Est.  Percentage 

Change 

Delaware County 109,989 156,697 165,026 50% 
Galena        305       517        548 80% 
 
Because of the current development activity in the Village, it is reasonable to assume that the 
Village population could exceed more than 1,500 residents as build-out of planned 
subdivisions occurs in the next decade or so.  Beyond this, population growth will depend on 
annexation and village services that are discussed more in subsequent chapters. 
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Looking beyond the total numbers of residents, it is possible to gain some insight into some 
characteristics of Galena residents from the 2000 census. This data is somewhat dated, but it is 
the most current information available until the 2010 census data is published. 
 

United States Census 2000 in Delaware County 
Geographic Area: Galena Village, Ohio 
 
Subject 

 
All Ages 

 
18 years and over 

 Number 
 
Percent 

 
Number 

 
Percent 

RACE     

Total Population 305 100.0 233 100.0 

One race 300 98.4 231 99.1 

White 298 97.7 229 98.3 
Black or African   
American 0 0.0 0 0.0 
American Indian 
and Alaska Native 2 0.7 2 0.9 

Asian 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Native Hawaiian & 
Other Pacific Islander 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Some other race 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Two or more races 5 1.6 2 0.9 
HISPANIC OR 
LATINO AND RACE     

Total Population 305 100.0 233 100.0 
Hispanic or Latino (of 
any race) 5 1.6 5 2.1 

Not Hispanic or Latino 300 98.4 228 97.9 

One race 295 96.7 226 97.0 

White 293 96.1 224 96.1 
Black or African 
American 0 0.0 0 0.0 
American Indian 
and Alaska Native 2 0.7 2 0.9 

Asian 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Native Hawaiian & 
Other Pacific Islander 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Some other race 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Two or more races 5 1.6 2 0.9 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Redistricting Data 
(Public Law 94-171) Summary File, Matrices PL1, PL2, PL3, and PL4. 
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Age of Residents 
 
It may be of importance to note that the median ages in the Village exceed those found nationally 
and across Ohio.  In Galena, the median age of residents is 39.1 years according to the 2000 
census.  Nationally, the median age is 35.4, and in Ohio the median age is 36.2.  In other terms, 
15.7 percent of Galena’s population is 65 years old and older, while only 12.4% of the national 
population is 65 years old and older.  This somewhat older population in Galena has implications 
for future planning in terms of service demands and housing needs.  
 
Since the 2000 Census, the Village has seen a trend of many younger families building new 
homes as well as older residents moving out and younger residents moving in. With the 
economic recession of 2008, new construction has been nearly nonexistent and older homes in 
the “Old Towne” section of Galena have been selling at a higher rate than in the past. So, it is 
expected that the 2010 Census will show a younger population.  
 

Housing 
 
Household sizes have declined nationally for many years, as people delay marriages, experience 
divorces, and have fewer children. The average household size in Delaware County decreased 
from 2.78 in 1990 to 2.57 in 2000.  The State’s household size similarly decreased from 2.59 to 
2.49 during this same time.  The average household size in Galena was 2.5 in 2000.  
 
In 2000, the Census Bureau counted 133 housing units in Galena.  Among the occupied units, 89 
were occupied by families (73%).  Thirty-three housing units were occupied by non-families 
(27%).  All but 10 housing units were occupied.  Among the 122 occupied housing units, 99 
were occupied by homeowners and 23 were occupied by renters.  This homeownership rate is 
high, but comparable to similar suburban and rural areas.  
 
The median value of an owner-occupied home in Galena in 2000 was $95,800.  This median 
value was below the median value for the State of Ohio ($103,700), the nation ($119,600), and 
far below the median value for Delaware County as a whole ($190,400).  One explanation for 
this lower median value in Galena is that the Village is an older, established community with 
mostly older, smaller homes in the “Old Towne” section of the Village.  At the same time, 
growth in Delaware County has fueled a large amount of new housing construction, most of 
which have been larger and more costly units, thus driving up median housing values.   Delaware 
County’s housing market has been strong for two decades providing many locations of upscale 
single-family housing. 
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Name of 
Community 

Census 
2000 

Housing 
Units 
April 
2000 

Vacancy 
Rate, 

Census 
April 
2000 

Building 
Permits 
1980-
2000 

% total 
permits 
issued 
1980-
2000, 

Delaware 
County 

 
 
Building 
Permits 
2001-
2008 

% total 
permits 
issued 
2001-
2008, 
Delaware 
County 

Delaware 
County 
Townships 

23,273 5.3% 14,622 62.59% 
 
11,702 

 
64% 

Delaware 
County 
Municipalities 

19,756 5.0% 8,736 37.4% 
 
  6,691 

 
36% 

Total 
Delaware 
County 

43,029  23,538 100% 
 
18,393 

 
100% 

Galena 132 7.6% 10 .042% 
 
       82 

 
.4% 

 
Strong trends toward upscale housing construction and concerns over housing affordability led 
Delaware County officials to prepare a county-wide Affordable Housing Market Study in 2002.  
The results of this study document the need for greater attention to affordable housing issues in 
Delaware County and provide some estimates of needs in various parts of the County.  While 
data is not provided for each specific community, it is estimated that Berkshire Township, 
together with Sunbury and Galena, lack 65 affordable housing units.  It is also noted in this study 
that there is a market for considerably more (434) upscale housing units in the area.  
 
The 2000 Census ranked Galena as 28th in Delaware County for number of housing units.  As 
previously noted, proposed subdivisions and subsequent construction activity has resulted in an 
upward trend in housing starts. More recent data regarding residential building permits beyond 
2000 shows considerable residential building activity in Galena in more recent years. Data 
provided by the Delaware County Regional Planning Commission shows the following: 
 

New Residential Building Permits in Galena: 
 
Years 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 TOTALS  
Permits 1 0 1 1 25 35 13 4 3 3 86 
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There are currently four new subdivisions in Galena: Heathermere (completed), the Estates at 
Blackhawk (construction began in 2005), Walnut Creek (construction began in 2007), and Miller 
Farm (annexed and rezoned to Planned Residence District in 2007).  These subdivisions are low 
density, upscale, single-family detached housing units. Miller Farm will include condominiums 
as well. Illustrations of these developments are shown below. 
       

       
 

Heathermere Subdivision – 51 homes,    Blackhawk Subdivision – 70 homes, 
completed in 2004/2005     construction began in 2005 
 

                    
 

Walnut Creek Subdivision – 33 homes,    Miller Farm Subdivision – 
construction began in 2007     385 units approved in 2007 

 
Map 2-1 shows existing building uses in the Galena area according to 2008 Delaware County 
Auditor information.  
 

General Economic Conditions 
 
With population growth, economic conditions in Delaware County have been strong through 
2008.  With the global recession, new construction slowed dramatically in 2009 but the Village 
saw existing home sales increase in the “Old Towne” part of the Village. 
 
The percentage of individuals below the poverty rate in Delaware County was only 3.8% in 
2000, while nationally, the percentage was 12.43%. In Galena, the percentage of individuals 
below the poverty rate was 9.65%, which was higher than Delaware County, but still well below 
the national rate. With more upscale housing built in the years 2004-2009, this rate has most 
likely dropped significantly.  
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Another measure of general economic conditions is household income. In Galena, median 
household income in 2000 was $46,250.  This compares with $41,994 nationally, $40,956 in 
Ohio, and $67,258 in Delaware County. Again, with many new upscale houses in Galena, this 
figure has most likely increased. 
 
Often associated with higher incomes are higher educational attainment levels. Delaware County 
has a very high educational attainment rate as four out of 10 people (older than 25) have at least 
a four-year college degree. Nationally, less than 2.5 people in 10 have attained a four-year 
college degree, which is about equal to the rate found in Galena, at approximately 2 in 10 people. 
With higher incomes associated with the new, more upscale subdivisions in the Village, 
educational levels have most likely increased as well. 
 
Local employment opportunities in the Village of Galena itself are consequently limited by the 
size of the community.   Some businesses in Galena include those listed below: 
 

Business Name   Business Type 
Arrowhead Golf Course  Golf Course 
Big Walnut Schools Office  School Administration 
Delaware County Bank  Financial Services 
Division 7 Roofing   Commercial Roofing & Construction 
F.M. Earth    Excavation 
Galena Commerce Center  Light Industrial  and Commercial Property Leasing 
Galena Diner     Restaurant 
Galena Sunbury Services  Light Industrial Property Leasing 
Galena Village   Government  
Heavy Duty Towing   Truck & Automotive Towing 
Kurt J. Lesker Co.   Industrial Ceramics 
Matrix Environmental   Environmental Services 
Molnar & Associates    Attorney 
Mudflats Bar & Grill   Restaurant & Pub 
Murphy & Assoc. Real Estate  Real Estate 
Norm Fountain Insurance   Insurance 
Phil’s Collision Repair  Automotive Body Shop 
Post Office    Government 
Sambucca’s    Greenhouse 
Wise Heating and Air Conditioning HVAC Services 

 
Naturally, many residents in Galena work outside of the Village, elsewhere in Delaware County, 
and in neighboring counties. 
 
There is currently a small amount of commercial development in Galena. In recent years, a 
considerable amount of commercial development has occurred in neighboring Sunbury to the 
north and Genoa Township/Westerville to the south along with other types of growth.  
 
The Sambucca’s Greenhouse, an agri-business at the corner of Walnut St./S. Galena Rd. and 
State Route 3 has been successful and is growing.  
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The Galena Village Square is also a center of business activity providing retail, offices, services, 
and dining. Recent improvements in two downtown Galena restaurants have attracted a great 
deal of customer traffic to the Village. Among the proposed developments in the Village of 
Galena is a project proposed by Zoar Developers LLC at 46 West Columbus St. Plans for this 
.277-acre property include demolishing the existing house and building nearly 5,000 square feet 
of commercial office and/or retail space in downtown Galena. 
 

            
 
The proposed commercial and light industrial development in the Galena Commerce Center 
(formerly the old brickyard) includes 24.358 acres and will add an additional 42,000 square feet 
of commercial development if built according to current plans.  
 

Community Facilities 
 

Schools 
 
The Village of Galena is part of the Big Walnut Local School District, which was created by 
consolidating the Sunbury, Galena, and Harlem school districts in 1950. The Big Walnut School 
District covers approximately 105 square miles.  The district’s administrative offices are located 
in Galena on Harrison Street at its intersection with Walnut Street. 
 
Currently, the district includes Hylen Souders Elementary, Harrison Street Elementary, Big 
Walnut Elementary, General Rosecrans Elementary (scheduled to open in Fall 2010), Big 
Walnut Middle School, and Big Walnut High School,which was built in 1991.  Galena’s 
elementary age students currently attend Big Walnut and Hylen Souders elementary schools but 
as enrollment increases, redistricting could occur. 
   
District enrollment has increased rapidly over the past decade and currently stands at more than 
3,000.  To accommodate growing enrollment, the district is constructing a new 7th-8th grade 
middle school and converting the existing middle school to a 5th-6th grade building. It was hoped 
that along with the new Rosecrans Elementary, this would alleviate elementary school 
overcrowding and reliance on portable classrooms. However, with the 2009 and 2010 operating 
levy failures, the school district decided to close the Harrison Street Elementary School and 
move those students to the other three buildings.  
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High projected enrollments for the Big Walnut School District are shown below. If these 
projections prove out, they would mean a 19% increase over this eight-year period. It would be 
logical to think that the current bad economy which has had a negative effect on new 
development would slow enrollment growth. Regardless of the worst economy in more than 70 
years, the 2009-2010 school year enrollment has already surpassed high enrollment estimates. 
 
2009-2010 2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 

2,980 3,063 3,142 3,199 3,291 3,353 3,455 3,536 
 

 
 

Historic Sites 
 
At the present time, there are no sites on the National Register of Historic Places in Galena.  
However, there is an interest in preserving the historic New England character of the community 
and for nominating sites in the future. There are several sites in Galena that are locally regarded 
as historic and potentially eligible for consideration on the National Register.  These include the 
Village Municipal Building at 9 West Columbus St.; the Dustin Inn at 21 Middle Street; the Odd 
Fellows/Zoar Rebekkah Lodge and U.S. Post Office at 34 West Park St.; and, the former Galena 
United Methodist Church at 109 Harrison Street, now owned by the Village of Galena. 
  

              



Village of Galena Background Information  Chapter 2  

Master Plan of 2010                                            Page 2 - 11 
����

 

Libraries 
 
There are no libraries in Galena. The Community Library in Sunbury serves the Village.  
 

Hospitals 
 
There are no hospitals in Galena. Mt. Carmel/St. Ann’s in Westerville and Ohio Health’s Grady 
Memorial in Delaware serve the Village. Both are approximately 20 minutes away. 
 

Fire Protection 
 
Fire Protection is provided by a consortium of Berkshire 
Township, Sunbury, Trenton Township, and Galena. The 
BST&G Fire District’s only location is on Cherry Street in 
Sunbury.  
 

Police 
 
The Village maintained its own police services for several years. Then police services were 
provided through contract by the Sunbury-Galena Police Department. Services are currently 
offered by the Delaware County Sheriff’s Office.   
 

Churches and Cemeteries 
 
The old Galena United Methodist Church on Harrison Street was the oldest continuously 
operating church in the country until a new building was constructed in 2008. The new Galena 
United Methodist Church is located on Sunbury Road, outside the village limits. It is expected to 
annex into the Village when Miller Farm developers extend sewer lines. There are other 
churches in the area as well.   

 
The Galena Cemetery, which is located on 
North Walnut Street, is owned and managed by 
Berkshire Township.  
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